
Most of my friends know by now that I’m in a battle with 

renal/lung cancer. The strange thing is, I don’t feel any 

different. I suppose that if I woke up feeling like I do now 

twenty years ago, I might have noticed the change. But it 

gradually slipped up on me. Inch by inch, the cancer has 

taken over my body, but I feel fine. There’s an old cliché 

about putting a frog in a pot of water and starting a fire 

under it. The water gradually gets warmer and warmer, but 

the frog doesn’t notice until it’s too late and the water is 

boiling. That’s how this cancer was with me. I didn’t 

notice it until it just showed up on a CT scan one day. If it 

hadn’t been for the CT scan, I still wouldn’t know. 

 

Sometimes we tend to be somewhat oblivious to what is 

going on. We get focused on unimportant things and fail to 

pay attention to what really matters. Others may notice 

changes, but often they don’t warn you about it. That 

actually happened in my case. A CT scan two years ago 

showed a mass on my kidney that was mentioned in 

passing on a report by the radiologist who interpreted the 

scan. The doctor that ordered the scan was more interested 

in my burst appendix and failed to notice (or at least failed 

to mention) the problem with my kidney. It wasn’t until a 

second scan was done a couple of months ago, and I was 

accidentally sent the report, that I found out about it. The 

mass had doubled in size. It now had a solid hold on my 

right kidney and has moved into both of my lungs as well.  

 

Yet, like I said, I feel fine. Sure, I have aches and pains. 
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For our national leaders and world leaders as they 
lead their respective nations. 
For our troops in Afghanistan, Bosnia, Korea, Iraq, 
Liberia, Haiti and other places. 
For the “people in the box”-- the lost in our families 
and community.  
For those who are being martyred and persecuted 
for Christ in our own time. 
For marriage to stand in our laws as God ordained it. 
For the church in Siliguri and Naresh Chhetri and 
Ashok Basfor. 
For the churches in Honduras and Haiti who 
partner with us in the gospel. 
Jim Young (Terri Young’s husband) is now under 
hospice care at home. 
Peggy Hollback at her home on Bussey Rd now, 
continuing peritoneal dialysis until kidney transplant. 
Cards still appreciated. Please limit phone calls. 
John Gampp will have a cranial shunt placed on 
August 14 at the Cleveland Clinic. 
Dick Havens remains in OSU being treated for a blood 
clot, blood infection and unexplained blood loss. 
Jim Cunningham scheduled to come home from Best 
Care on Monday. Many, many thanks for the cards that 
have been sent. 
Dave Gampp was taken to SOMC on Thursday for 
emergency appendectomy. Scheduled to come home 
Saturday. 
Sharon Gampp is being treated for a recent left 
shoulder injury, soon to have rotator cuff surgery on 
right shoulder, having lots of pain. 
Carrol Klinker (Sharon Gampp’s sister) in Cleveland 
Clinic is being treated for bacterial pneumonia, blood 
clots and needing a bronchial scope. Not responding 
well to treatment. 
Chris Blume (Jo Ann Miller’s nephew) admitted to 
SOMC with several problems on Thursday. 
Bud Coriell (Josh, Ryan and Ira’s father) had an 
appointment at James Cancer Center August 6 to 
determine extent of cancer and place of origin. No 
report as yet. 
Alan Graff began targeted oral therapy on Saturday 
which should induce remission of lung cancer, 
scheduled for more CT and MRI scans on August 21. 
Russ Gilliland had a carotid artery procedure on 
Wednesday and then a heart catheterization on Friday. 
He is in the CICU unit at SOMC now but he is 
improving. 
Henry Mason home now and doing better. Cards to 
Alexandria House, 811 Findlay St, Portsmouth 45662. 
Clyde Ball scheduled for cataract surgery on August 
28. 

• 8/12 Kings Island Trip 
• 8/15-16 First Responders Intensive Training 
 

Area Events 
Details for all of these events are posted on the 
bulletin board in the foyer. 
• 9/13  Ladies’ Day at Elm Grove church of 

Christ – “The Virtuous Woman” 
 

More Rejoicing! 
Kaitlyn Coriell and Shelby 
Coriell (daughters of Ira and 
Marybeth Coriell) confessed their 
faith in Christ last Sunday evening 
and were baptized into the body of 
Christ. We all rejoice with them 
and their families as they are now 

our sisters in Christ. Be sure to give them the 
Sunshine welcome today. 
 

Sympathy Extended 

To the family of Victor Knore 
(former member at Sunshine 
living in Paris, KY area for the last 
8 years) who passed on early 
Saturday morning. Arrangements 
are being handled by Erwin-
Dodson-Allen Funeral Home. 
Visitation is Tuesday night 6-8 at the funeral 
home and the funeral will be Wednesday at the 
church building at 11 am, with an hour of 
visitation before. We are preparing a dinner for 
family and friends to be served at the building 
after the burial. If you can help with the food 
please sign the sheet on the table in the foyer. 
 

Fair Winners 

We have many in our congregation who have 
projects, produce, animals, etc., entered in the 
fair (Pike, Scioto and Jackson). We would like to 
publish a list of all of our fair winners next week in 
the bulletin. Please take the time to write the 
information on the pads on the table in the foyer. 
Several pads are laid out, one for Pike, one for 
Jackson, and three for Scioto. 



First Responders Training 

Friday, August 15 from about 6-9 and Saturday, 
August 16, from 9 am until about 5 or 6. Ryan 
Butterfield and Jim Galyan of Capstone 
Treatment Center in Searcy, Arkansas, will be 
here at Sunshine to give training to those who 
want to work in recovery group ministry. There is 
no charge for this training. We need both men 
and women to train and certify in working with 
such recovery groups. Light refreshments 
available throughout. Subway lunch served on 
Saturday. Wednesday is the deadline to sign up. 
Put your name on the sign-up sheet on the table. 
 

Kings Island 
The Youth Group will 
be going to Kings 
Island on Tuesday, 
August 12. We will be 
leaving the church 
building at 8:00. Each 
person is responsible 
for obtaining their own ticket. There is a group 
rate available at the gate for $31/person. This 
event is for both the junior and senior youth 
groups. Junior youth group members will need to 
be accompanied by an adult. Anyone planning to 
attend should sign up in the foyer. If you have 
any questions please see Tim. 

I can’t stand up for more than a few minutes 

without my back feeling like someone is poking a 

knife in it. I can’t walk more than 100 feet without 

stopping to catch my breath. But that’s just part of 

getting old, isn’t it? That’s what I told myself 

anyway. There’s nothing wrong with me. But there 

was. 

That’s the way sin works too. Sin Cancer. It’s a 

gradual process. Little by little, it creeps into your 

life and you don’t even realize it. Or, if you do 

notice it, you don’t worry about it. You tell yourself 

that it’s not that big of a deal. Given time, it gains a 

solid hold that can be impossible to break on your 

own.  

I’ve just started taking pills called “Votrient” that 

will hopefully stop the growth of my renal cancer, 

but not without a cost. I can look forward to some 

nasty side effects. I don’t know yet how my body 

will react, but none of the side effects are pleasant. 

The doctors say my form of cancer can’t be cured, 

but maybe someday they will figure it out. The best 

they can do is put it in remission. At the moment, it 

sounds like I’ll be taking poison pills of one type or 

another for the rest of my life…and they’re not 

cheap. 

The cure for sin cancer is available today. It’s free 

and has been available for two thousand years. It’s 

called “Jesus.” He sacrificed his life as atonement 

for the sins of the human race. To atone means to 

reconcile or repay; it is to set things right. Jesus 

made reconciliation between God and mankind for 

all time. Like I said, it’s free. All you have to do is 

accept it. Believe that Jesus was the Son of God 

and accept his sacrifice for your sin. Acknowledge 

your belief by confessing it and being baptized to 

remove sin from your life. That’s pretty simple. 

Side effects? Yeah, there are a few, not the least of 

which is eternal life.  Take the cure for sin cancer 

today before it’s too late. 

- Al Graff 

Sin Cancer 
Continued from page 1 

To God 

be the glory! 
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A verse from Hebrews 4 has been scrambled 

vertically.  Drop each letter in the top columns into it’s 

correct position in the grid below to reveal the 

scripture.  A few letters have been done already to 

assist you in solving the puzzle.  Solution is posted on 

the bulletin board and page 5 of the online bulletin. 



Hebrews 4:12 
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